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A MESSAGE FROM THE CONFERENCE CO-CHAIRS
SEPTEMBER MARKS THE END OF SUMMER for
many of us with kids back in school and generally
a feeling of revitalization as we head into Autumn.
During 25 years of VBITS and VSLive!, Chicago has
always been one of those special cities for your
co-chairs and many of our speakers. The windy
city brings great memories of the good food,
good company, and lots of deep learning.
We’re Andrew Brust, Rockford Lhotka, and Brian
Randell, and as Conference Co-Chairs for Visual
Studio Live! Chicago, we’d like to personally invite
you to join us this September in the heart of
Chicago at the Renaissance Chicago, right on the
river. In May, Microsoft announced many great
updates and new compelling technologies and
our technical cadre of speakers will be ready to
help you know what’s ready, as well as provide
their expert advice and knowledge on how to
build the best solutions for your customers. As
veterans of the show and longtime speakers, we
may be biased, but we firmly believe that an
in-person experience, where you get to have
two-way conversations about the latest tools and
technology, with some of the finest expert
speakers in the business—and with the chance to
network with your peers—continues to deliver
the highest level of value.
Visual Studio Live! in Chicago gives you a rich
multi-track event with great 75-minute breakout
sessions and a full day of deep workshops,
covering a wide array of development
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technologies for everyone. From security to
databases to the latest Web and mobile
technologies, we’ve got you covered. Our
speakers will present on AI, mixed reality, bots,
and enterprise software solutions in-depth, with
experience on Windows, macOS, Linux, and
mobile platforms.
We have picked every workshop and session with
the goal of transferring knowledge to you, so you
can be a better developer and help your
organization succeed in this ever-changing world.
You’ll find coverage on Microsoft Visual Studio
2017, the full .NET Framework, .NET Core, .NET
Standard, container technologies and Big Data
analytics. If the Web is more your style, you’ll find
coverage of JavaScript, TypeScript, Angular and
WebAssembly on the client as well as ASP.NET
and ASP.NET Core on the server. Feeling confused
about .NET? We’ve got sessions to clear it up.
Want to improve the quality of your software?
We’ve got sessions on feature flags, writing
testable code, and versioning APIs. Mystified as to
how you can bring DevOps to your organization?
Our speakers will answer your questions with
practical guidance on mobile development, Web,
database and more.
Our workshop content provides coverage of
Cross-Platform Distributed Application
Architecture, SQL Server, and DevOps with 		
ASP.NET. Our sessions and workshops drill deep

into the subjects you need to master and the
fundamentals that are always important.
Our industry continues the march toward the
future. To keep up, you need to absorb rapidly
and adapt. Go beyond Internet-based content to
a live experience, where you get to ask questions
in real-time and engage directly with the experts
and your peers. Find a way to get to Visual
Studio Live! Chicago and get the tools to help
yourself grow.
Come celebrate 25 years of great learning and
open your mind to what’s possible! We hope to
see you there!
VISUAL STUDIO LIVE! CONFERENCE CO-CHAIRS

Andrew Brust
Founder & CEO, Blue Badge Insights
Visual Studio Live! Conference Co-Chair

Rockford Lhotka
CTO, Magenic
Visual Studio Live! Conference Co-Chair

Brian A. Randell
Partner, MCW Technologies
Visual Studio Live! Conference Co-Chair
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#VSLive25 1993 - 2018:

THANK YOU
for being a part
of our success
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10

REASONS
TO ATTEND

Visual Studio Live!
Chicago in 2018

WE’VE NEVER SKIMPED ON
CONTENT! VSLive! is known for

being a technically-focused conference
covering everything dev! Check out our
full agenda and tracks featuring
hot topics such as DevOps,
Cloud & Containers,
Artificial Intelligence &
Machine Learning, .NET
Core and so much more!
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THE CHOICE IS
YOURS. With so many

sessions and workshops in a
variety of tracks, you’re free to choose
what sessions you attend and when. You
aren’t bound to any one session or track!
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WHAT’S TRENDING? Stay ahead of
the pack with the hottest technology
trends, learning from industry experts
and Microsoft product team
members in a dev-focused
environment. Find out what’s
happening now, what’s new and
what’s next on the Microsoft
and developer landscape.
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EXPLORE THE WINDY CITY. Code
during the day and continue the fun in
the evening by exploring
Chicago by water
with VSLive!’s “Windy
City Sunset Cruise”—
a perfect way to
network with your
fellow peers and
keep the
conversations going.
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COME FOR THE LEGENDS.

Stay for the Code. Sit down with
industry experts Andrew Brust,
Rockford Lhotka, and Brian Randell,
Visual Studio Live! Chicago’s Conference
Co-Chairs to pick their brains and get their
on-point answers to some of your burning
questions.
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DON’T MISS OUT ON THE
SAVINGS! Register early to take

advantage of the best prices for your
developer education for a great price!
Plus, your boss will be impressed with your
savings!
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NETWORKING. NETWORKING.
NETWORKING.

Developers, engineers,
software architects
and designers will be at
the conference from all
around the world, so
take advantage of the
Dine-A-Round Dinner,
Welcome Reception, and

Chicago

other networking events to get to know
your peers.
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UNPARALLELED SPEAKER
ACCESS. What has always separated

Visual Studio Live! from other
conferences (and internet-based
training) is the unparalleled access to the
speakers. Get your questions answered
in-between sessions, during meals and at
fun evening events.

2

BECOME A LEADER BY
LEARNING FROM THE BEST.

We feature both unbiased industry
experts and Microsoft
insiders, so you’ll hear every
side of the story on the
most recent software and
industry updates. Learn
from the experts and then
take that knowledge back
and share with your team.

1

25 YEARS OF CODING
INNOVATION. For over 25 years,

Visual Studio Live! has been THE
trusted resource for .NET developerfocused education! We are proud to have
served tens of thousands, giving them the
training and education they’ve needed
since 1993.
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THE FUN STUFF:

VISUAL STUDIO LIVE! CHICAGO EVENTS
YOUR ATTENDANCE AT VISUAL STUDIO LIVE! (VSLIVE!™) CHICAGO is about learning from your peers
as well as the experts; make the most of your time with us and add these events to your itinerary!

DINE-A-ROUND DINNER

Monday, September 17

Join other conference attendees and speakers
for a casual, no-host dinner and make a few
new friends while enjoying the fun and
delicious restaurants in the Chicago area. This
is your opportunity to meet fellow attendees
and start friendships that can last for the week
or even longer. Attendees can break into
smaller groups based on where everyone
wants to dine and head off to dinner.
Everyone is responsible for their own dinner.

WELCOME RECEPTION

Tuesday, September 18

All conference attendees are invited to
celebrate the start of Visual Studio Live!
Chicago and our 25th Anniversary at the
Welcome Reception. Join us to network with
fellow conference attendees and speakers, talk
with event sponsors, enjoy complimentary
drinks and hors d’oeuvres, and participate in
the conference raffle.
Who’s got game? Have some fun and join us
for cards, boardgames and more. Play a giant
game of Jenga, test your aim with cornhole,
press your luck with Simon, check your
reflexes with Rock ‘em Sock ‘em Robots,
practice your steady hand with Jenga or deal
in for a game of cards or Uno. Prizes will be
given away at random for game participants!
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BIRDS OF A FEATHER LUNCH

Wednesday, September 19

Plumb the knowledge and experience of your
colleagues, conference speakers and exhibitors
by participating in one of the BoF Tables
discussions. Tables will have a designated topic
to help start discussions and interact with your
fellow attendees. You may even learn a new
trick or two or some great tips to take back to
the office.

Dine-A-Round Dinner

We will also have designated speaker tables—
noted with the speakers’ name. Join your
favorite speaker for a lunchtime discussion or
just to ask questions or clarify anything from
their sessions.
Welcome Reception

Welcome Reception

Birds of a Feather Lunch
REGISTER NOW AT

vslive.com/chicago

September 17 - 20, 2018
Renaissance Hotel

Chicago

VSLive!’s
Windy City
Sunset Cruise
Wednesday, September 19
6:30pm – 9:00pm

Pre-registration & $20 Confirmation Fee Required

Experience Chicago by water! The VSLive!
Windy City Sunset Cruise takes you down the
Chicago River, through the Harbor Lock, and
onto Lake Michigan. This unique excursion
includes periodic narration with stories of
more than 200 years of fascinating social,
cultural, and political Chicago history; and
expansive views of Chicago’s extraordinary
26-mile skyline. Complimentary beverages will
be available.
Attendees will meet in the Renaissance Chicago
Lobby at 6:30pm and walk to the Trump Tower
Dock as a group. The tour will depart from the
Dock at 7:15pm and return at 9:00pm.
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AGENDA AT-A-GLANCE
DevOps in the
Spotlight

Cloud, Containers
and Microservices

AI, Data and Machine
Learning

Developing New
Experiences

Delivery and
Deployment

Pre-Conference Workshops: Monday, September 17, 2018

.NET and More

Full Stack Web
Development

START TIME

END TIME

8:00 AM

9:00 AM

9:00 AM

6:00 PM

6:45 PM

9:00 PM

Dine-A-Round

START TIME

END TIME

Day 1: Tuesday, September 18, 2018

7:00 AM

8:00 AM

Registration - Coffee and Morning Pastries

8:00 AM

9:15 AM

T01 The State of XAML: Recent Changes
for UWP, WPF, Xamarin
- Billy Hollis

T02 An Introduction to TypeScript
- Jason Bock

T03 SQL Server Security Features for
Developers - Leonard Lobel

T04 Get Started with Git
- Robert Green

9:30 AM

10:45 AM

T05 Building Your First Mobile App with
Xamarin Forms - Robert Green

T06 Essential Web Development with
ASP.NET Core - Mark Michaelis

T07 Exploring T-SQL Enhancements:
Windowing and More - Leonard Lobel

T08 DevOps for the SQL Server Database
- Brian Randell

(Separate entry fee required)

Pre-Conference Workshop Registration - Coffee and Morning Pastries
M01 Workshop: Build a Modern ASP.NET
App in the Cloud with a full CI/CD Pipeline
in VSTS - Brian Randell

M02 Workshop: SQL Server for Developers
- Andrew Brust and Leonard Lobel

M03 Workshop: Distributed Cross-Platform
Application Architecture - Rockford Lhotka and
Jason Bock

KEYNOTE: The Present and Not Too Distant Future of Visual Studio
- Amanda Silver, Director of Program Management, Visual Studio and Visual Studio Code Microsoft

11:00 AM 12:00 PM

Lunch

12:00 PM

1:30 PM

1:30 PM

2:45 PM

T09 Cross-Platform App Dev with C#
and CSLA .NET - Rockford Lhotka

T10 Assembling the Web—A Tour of
WebAssembly - Jason Bock

T11 Glue for the Internet:
Introducing Azure Event Grid
- Jeremy Likness

T12 Azure DevOps with VSTS,
Docker, and K8 - Brian Randell

3:00 PM

4:15 PM

T13 A Dozen Ways to Mess Up Your
Transition From Windows Forms to XAML
- Billy Hollis

T14 Entity Framework Core 2 For
Mere Mortals - Philip Japikse

T15 Code First in the Cloud:
Serverless .NET with Azure
- Jeremy Likness

T16 Essential C# 8.0
- Mark Michaelis

4:15 PM

5:30 PM

Welcome Reception

Sessions and speakers subject to change.

Continued next page
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AGENDA AT-A-GLANCE (continued)
DevOps in the
Spotlight

Cloud, Containers
and Microservices

AI, Data and Machine
Learning

Developing New
Experiences

Delivery and
Deployment

Full Stack Web
Development

.NET and More

START TIME

END TIME

Day 2: Wednesday, September 19, 2018

7:30 AM

8:00 AM

Registration - Coffee and Morning Pastries

8:00 AM

9:15 AM

W01 Electron: Desktop Development For
Web Developers - Chris Woodruff

W02 JavaScript for the C# (and Java)
Developer - Philip Japikse

W03 Quantum Computing and the Future
of Software Development
- Jerry Nixon

W04 Building a Stronger Team, One
Strength at a Time - Angela Dugan

9:30 AM

10:45 AM

W05 Enhancing UWP Experiences with
Fluent Design - Tony Champion

W06 Architecting and Developing
Microservices Apps - Eric D. Boyd

W07 Sharing C# Code Across Platforms
- Rockford Lhotka

W08 How do You Measure up?
Collect the Right Metrics for the
Right Reasons - Angela Dugan

GENERAL SESSION: Microsoft’s Journey to DevOps - Jay Schmelzer, Director of Program Management, Visual Studio Team, Microsoft

11:00 AM 12:00 PM
12:00 PM

1:00 PM

Birds-of-a-Feather Lunch

1:00 PM

1:30 PM

Dessert Break - Visit Exhibitors - Exhibitor Raffle @ 1:15pm (Must be present to win)

1:30 PM

2:45 PM

W09 Learning The Language Of HTTP
For A Better Data Experience In Your
Mobile Apps - Chris Woodruff

W10 Angular 101
- Deborah Kurata

W11 Power BI: What Have You Done for
Me Lately? - Andrew Brust

W12 Fault Driven Development
- Josh Garverick

3:00 PM

4:15 PM

W13 Building Cross Device Experiences
with Project Rome - Tony Champion

W14 N Things You Didn’t Know About the
Router - Deborah Kurata

W15 Analytics and AI with Azure
Databricks - Andrew Brust

W16 Core Azure Solutions: Automation
- Josh Garverick

4:30 PM

5:45 PM

W17 Use UWP to Modernize Your
Existing WinForms and WPF Applications
- Walt Ritscher

W18 Tools for Modern Web Development
- Ben Hoelting

W19 Create Intelligent Bots with
Cognitive Services and Azure Search
- Eric D. Boyd

W20 Real World Scrum with Team
Foundation Server & Visual Studio Team
Services - Benjamin Day

6:30 PM

9:00 PM

VSLive!’s Windy City Sunset Cruise

Sessions and speakers subject to change.

Continued next page
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AGENDA AT-A-GLANCE (continued)
DevOps in the
Spotlight

Cloud, Containers
and Microservices

AI, Data and Machine
Learning

Developing New
Experiences

Delivery and
Deployment

.NET and More

Full Stack Web
Development

START TIME

END TIME

Day 3: Thursday, September 20, 2018

7:30 AM

8:00 AM

Registration - Coffee and Morning Pastries

8:00 AM

9:15 AM

TH01 PowerShell for Developers
- Brian Randell

TH02 Docker for ASP.NET Core Developers
- Michele Leroux Bustamante

TH03 MVVM and ASP.NET Core
Razor Pages - Ben Hoelting

TH04 Unit Testing & Test-Driven
Development (TDD) for Mere Mortals
- Benjamin Day

9:30 AM

10:45 AM

TH05 From Waterfall to Agile. Microsoft’s
Not-So-Easy Evolution into the World of
DevOps - Abel Wang

TH06 Developing Microservices Solutions
on Azure - Michele Leroux Bustamante

TH07 Eliminate Code Using Data Binding
in WPF - Paul Sheriff

TH08 C# 7, Roslyn and You
- Jim Wooley

TH09 Writing Testable Code and Resolving
Dependencies—DI Kills Two Birds with
One Stone - Miguel Castro

TH10 Effective Data Visualization
- David Giard

TH11 Store Data Locally for Offline
Web Applications - Paul Sheriff

TH12 Improving Code Quality with Static
Analyzers - Jim Wooley

11:00 AM 12:15 PM

Lunch

12:15 PM

1:15 PM

1:15 PM

2:30 PM

TH13 Exposing an Extensibility API for
Your Applications and Services
- Miguel Castro

TH14 Adding Image and Voice Intelligence
to Your Apps with Microsoft Cognitive
Services - David Giard

TH15 Modern Security Architecture for
ASP.NET Core - Brock Allen

TH16 SQL Server 2017—Intelligence
Built-in - Scott Klein

2:45 PM

4:00 PM

TH17 Advanced DevOps—Deep Dive into
Feature Flags - Abel Wang

TH18 Programming with Microsoft Flow
- Walt Ritscher

TH19 Implementing Authorization in
Web Applications and APIs
- Brock Allen

TH20 Databases and Data Lakes—
Bridging the Gap - Scott Klein

Speakers and sessions subject to change

“LOVED ALL THE AZURE AND MOBILE AND XAMARIN EXPOSURE.”
– John Classen, Quartz Health Solutions
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KEYNOTE / GENERAL SESSION
Want a front-row seat to the future of technology? Attend the two general sessions for Visual Studio Live! Chicago
to learn what’s hot on today’s tech landscape and what exciting developments lie ahead for this year and beyond.

Tuesday, September 18, 11:00am – 12:00pm

Wednesday, September 19, 11:00am – 12:00pm

KEYNOTE: The Present and Not Too Distant Future
of Visual Studio

GENERAL SESSION: Microsoft’s Journey to DevOps

Amanda Silver
Director of Program Management,
Visual Studio and Visual Studio Code
Microsoft
The mission of the Visual Studio team is to make every developer on every team
more productive and we’ve been busy! In this keynote, Amanda will take you on
a rollercoaster ride through the latest enhancements of Visual Studio to make
you the most productive developer in your team and the fastest dev team in
the industry. She’ll show you the latest and greatest additions to make every
character you type more optimized, how you can collaborate better as a team
with new features like Live Share, how we’re bringing testing and code analysis
even more deeply into the development “inner loop”, and highlight new areas
that we’re working on to extend Visual Studio to new platforms and application
categories. She’ll also give you a sneak peak of some of the long-lead projects
that Microsoft has in the works that will bring even more developer productivity
to you. Expect a demo-heavy, so-new-the-paint-hasn’t-dried session!
Amanda Silver is the Director of Program Management in Visual Studio building
tools for client applications across Windows, Windows Phone, iOS, and Android.
Her team also builds Microsoft’s JavaScript engine “Chakra” as well as the
TypeScript language.
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Jay Schmelzer
Director of Program Management, 				
Visual Studio Team, Microsoft

Microsoft has been on a multi-year journey to transform the way we develop
and deliver software to increase the rate at which we deliver value to customers,
build products our customers want and improve the productivity (and happiness)
of our engineering teams. In this session we’ll look specifically at the Developer
Divisions journey from a waterfall model in which we delivered software in 2-3
year cycles to a DevOps organization capable of delivering a continuous stream
of value. We’ll highlight lessons we learned along the way and our key success
factors.
Jay Schmelzer is a Director of Program Management on the Visual Studio Team
at Microsoft. Jay and his team are responsible for the Visual Studio design-time
tools and runtime components used to build line of business and cloud applications.
That includes the Visual Studio support for building Microsoft Office, Microsoft
SharePoint and Windows Azure solutions, Visual Studio LightSwitch, Microsoft’s
managed languages (VB.NET, C# and F#) as well as the CLR and .NET Framework.
Prior to joining Microsoft, Jay was a partner with a leading consulting firm and
specialized in the design and development of enterprise applications.
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WORKSHOPS
Choose from a range of content and topics
by expert presenters with Visual Studio Live!
Chicago’s Pre-Conference workshops.
Topics covered include:
> ASP.NET, DevOps, and VSTS in the cloud
> SQL Server for Developers
> Distributed Cross-Platform Application
Architecture

M01 Workshop: Build a Modern ASP.NET App
in the Cloud with a full CI/CD Pipeline in VSTS
Intermediate

BRIAN RANDELL
Monday, September 17, 9:00am – 6:00pm
DevOps is an organizational transformation that starts
with people, process, and then products. It’s a journey
of continuous improvement that requires changes just
about everywhere. As a developer, how can you embrace
DevOps at a more technical level? You’ve heard you need
to change the way you work with version control—trunkbased development? The idea of feature flags sounds
intriguing, but how do you do it? Do you still need testers?
How do you get to “10 plus deployments a day?”
This all-day workshop, will break into five parts where
you’ll start with nothing and end with an ASP.NET app
with a SQL Server Database running in Azure with a full
continuous integration/continuous deployment (CI/CD)
pipeline managed by Visual Studio Team Services (VSTS).
First, there will be a review on the current thinking on
DevOps. Next will be the planning and tracking phase where
the architecture of the app will be broken out and defined.
Then the dev and test phase where you get feature flags
implemented, CI builds working, manual and automated
tests, and more. In the release phase, you’ll look at how
you create a deployment pipeline to multiple environments
and how you validate a deployment after its release. Finally,
the monitor and learn phase will cover analytics and user
feedback and how you start the cycle over again. By the
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end of the day you’ll have the technical knowledge on how
to build a modern ASP.NET and SQL Database solution that
runs in Azure and has a full DevOps flow using VSTS.
You will learn:
• The concepts around automation and DevOps
• How to use Visual Studio Team Services to create
CI / CD pipelines
• How to architect your ASP.NET and SQL Server
solutions to be more DevOps friendly

M02 Workshop: SQL Server for Developers
Introductory / Intermediate

ANDREW BRUST AND LEONARD LOBEL
Monday, September 17, 9:00am – 6:00pm
Join us for this full-day workshop, and get up to speed on
powerful SQL Server features for developers. This intensive
demo-packed tour begins with the latest features added
in the relational engine, including new security features
such as dynamic data masking, row-level security, and
always encrypted. Other innovative capabilities include
“stretch” database (which lets you transparently relocate
select tables in an on-premises database to an Azure SQL
Database), temporal data (which allows for “time travel”
to access data as it existed at any point in time), and
integrated JSON support.
Then you’ll look at the Big Data, analytics, and machine
learning capabilities of SQL Server and the Microsoft
data stack. You’ll see how columnstore indexes can make
a huge difference in your data warehouse-style queries,
how SQL Server Machine Learning Services lets you run R
and Python Code in SQL Server and how the new PREDICT
function in T-SQL lets you score SQL Server data against
machine learning models. You’ll learn about Apache
Hadoop, HDInsight, and the PolyBase technology in SQL
Server that lets you query Hadoop using T-SQL.
This workshop also covers basic data warehouse concepts,
the fundamentals of Power BI and SQL Server Analysis
Services, as well as how to use Reporting Services against
Analysis Services models and with visualizations created
with R. You’ll catch up at a high level on the capabilities of

components like Integration Services, Master Data Services,
Data Quality Services, and Analytics Platform System (APS).
To wrap up, you’ll examine the “beyond relational” features
that will get you thinking outside the box with respect
to the types of data that can be managed by a relational
database system. Learn how to use the hierarchyid data
type to cast a hierarchical structure over any relational
table. Dig into FILESTREAM and FileTable and learn how
you can finally enjoy the native ability to store large
binary objects in the file system transparently, and with
full transactional capabilities. The geospatial data types
help you integrate location-intelligence into the database,
and we’ll finish up by building several location-aware
applications on top of these new data types.
You will learn:
• The latest new features in the relational database engine
• Big Data technology, and SQL Server’s integration with it
• The ins and outs of doing machine learning with T-SQL,
R and Python
• About unstructured data storage, including native file
streaming, and the hierarchical and geospatial data types

M03 Workshop: Distributed Cross-Platform
Application Architecture
Introductory / Intermediate

ROCKFORD LHOTKA AND JASON BOCK
Monday, September 17, 9:00am – 6:00pm
When it comes to software architecture and development,
distributed computing is both a pressing development
concern and age-old concept. It can still be confusing
and intimidating to work with systems that span multiple
machines and platforms, especially with the myriad cloudbased and on-premises technologies available today. You
have numerous resources at your disposal to make your
distributed systems scalable, reliable, and maintainable.
This workshop will cover the fundamentals of distributed
computing, along with tools and frameworks you can use
to build and deploy your application. You’ll learn how to
apply technologies such as Azure Functions, Azure Service
Fabric, Signal-R, RESTful services, and so on.
REGISTER NOW AT

vslive.com/chicago
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SESSION DESCRIPTIONS BY TRACK
DEVOPS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
DevOps impacts all aspects of the
software lifecycle, from development to
testing to security to deployment and
runtime monitoring. It isn’t just about
tools and technologies either, but it is about
people, processes, and communication. In today’s
world everyone has a role to play when it comes to
DevOps, and in this track, you’ll learn tools,
techniques, and concepts you can immediately
apply to your daily work.
You’ll find coverage of:
• Getting started with Git
• DevOps for SQL Server
• DevOps for Azure, VSTS, Docker, and Kubernetes
• Fault Driven Development
• Automation of Azure
• Real-world SCRUM
• PowerShell for Developers
• From Waterfall to Agile
• Deep dive into feature flags

T04 Get Started with Git
Intermediate

ROBERT GREEN
Tuesday, September 18, 8:00 – 9:15am
Git is a free, open source distributed version control
system. It has become wildly popular as a way to not only
manage source code, but also as a way of sharing code
with others. In this session, you will learn the basics of
using Git. You will get familiar with repos, committing
changes, branching and merging. You’ll see how to work
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with both new and existing projects, how to store your
code in both GitHub and Visual Studio Team Services and
how to work with Git in Visual Studio.
You will learn:
• What Git is and how to get started using it
• The basics of Git, including repos, committing changes,
branching and merging
• How to use Git with GitHub, VSTS and Visual Studio

T08 DevOps for the SQL Server Database
Intermediate

BRIAN RANDELL
Tuesday, September 18, 9:30 – 10:45am
DevOps is hot, but the database is often the missing
link. How do you manage the necessary changes need
to support your applications? How do you track these
changes and follow a change from development to test
to production? You need an effective database lifecycle
management plan.
In this session, you’ll learn where SQL Server fits in to
DevOps and how you can use tools to extend your
infrastructure to make the database a first-class citizen,
just like your source code. You’ll see how to track changes
with version control; create update packages; and deploy
to multiple environments with complete automation like
development, test, UAT, and production. You’ll bring things
under control with Database Lifecycle Management. You’ll
learn the process as well as see examples using the Visual
Studio SQL Server Database Tools, Team Foundation Server
Team Build, Release Management, and custom tools from
Redgate.
You will learn:
• Why you need DevOps for your database
• How to define a good Database Lifecycle Management
(DLM) process
• How to use Microsoft and Redgate tools to implement
the DLM process

T12 Azure DevOps with VSTS, Docker, and K8
Intermediate

BRIAN RANDELL
Tuesday, September 18, 1:30 – 2:45pm
Have you heard? Containers are where it’s at and where
you want to run your ASP.NET Core apps on .NET Core. But
what’s this K8S thing all about? Will Azure make it easier?
In this session, you’ll get a crash course in taking an ASP.
NET Core app and get it running up in a container on
Azure managed with Kubernetes and all driven from a CI/
CD pipeline in Visual Studio Team Services (VSTS).
You will learn:
• How to put a ASP.NET Core app into a Docker container
• How to configure Kubernetes (K8S) in Azure
• How to rub some DevOps on the process with VSTS

W12 Fault Driven Development
Introductory

JOSH GARVERICK
Wednesday, September 19, 1:30 – 2:45pm
Failure actually is an option. Developing cloud-first
applications can be fundamentally different than building
traditional on-premises applications. As a cloud app
developer, you need to be prepared for and expect failures
in your code as well as in your app environment. This
session will arm you with tools to be proactive with fault
tolerance and reactive with fault handling.

W16 Core Azure Solutions: Automation
Intermediate

JOSH GARVERICK
Wednesday, September 19, 3:00 – 4:15pm
Delivering value is all that matters at the end of the day.
This session will show you how to shift left and deliver
value by automating development environments and
components using local and cloud resources.
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W20 Real World Scrum with Team
Foundation Server & Visual Studio Team
Services
Intermediate / Advanced

BENJAMIN DAY
Wednesday, September 19, 4:30 – 5:45pm
You’ve got Team Foundation Server and you’re looking
to do Scrum. Ok, great. Now what does that mean? What
does TFS actually do to help your Scrum team(s) run more
efficiently? If I’m the Scrum Master, what should I be
coaching my team to do? What can you do to help get to
high-quality, “done”, working software faster? How does
TFS make anything in Scrum easier?
In this session, you’ll hear about these from the perspective
of a technically-minded Scrum Master. You’ll learn how to
address four of the main pieces of running a Scrum project
using TFS: Stakeholder Interaction, Planning and Execution,
Testing, and streamlining the Definition of Done (DoD).
Along the way there will be plenty of talk about work item
management, QA testing, feedback management, and
automated builds.

You will learn:
• How to streamline your scrum process using TFS &
Visual Studio Online
• About planning and executing your sprints
• How to use TFS’s Test Hub to track and manage the QA
testing effort
• How to automate release and testing using automated
build
• How to improve your skills as a Scrum Master

ability is vital in today’s world, but it’s not easy to do. Learn
how Microsoft transformed their entire company from a
waterfall-oriented business—delivering new versions once
every three years—to delivering new features every three
weeks, with multiple bug fixes and patches deploying
daily. This journey wasn’t a smooth one. Nor was it an easy.
But you can learn from our mistakes. See what we have
identified as best practices and what worked for us in this
exciting new world.

TH01 PowerShell for Developers

You will learn:
• About Microsoft’s DevOps Journey
• Best practices for DevOps
• How we do things on the VSTS team

Introductory

BRIAN RANDELL
Thursday, September 20, 8:00 - 9:15am
PowerShell is the lingua franca of DevOps on Windows,
Azure, and now MacOS and Linux if you choose.
Automated configuration and management is the key to
success in the modern enterprise—whether on-premises,
in the cloud, or in a hybrid environment. Whether you’re
a native programmer using C++, a managed developer
using .NET, or even someone who’s already embraced
scripting, PowerShell is an invaluable tool in your DevOps
toolbox. This session will work from the ground up to
using advanced features, including Interop, Desired State
Configuration, and custom TFS/VSTS tasks.
You will learn:
• How to configure your PowerShell environment
• How to use PowerShell quickly and efficiently
• About any PowerShell “gotchas”

TH05 From Waterfall to Agile. Microsoft’s
Not-So-Easy Evolution into the World of
DevOps
Introductory

ABEL WANG
Thursday, September 20, 9:30 - 10:45am

TH17 Advanced DevOps—Deep Dive into
Feature Flags
Intermediate

ABEL WANG
Thursday, September 20, 2:45 - 4:00pm
For projects with some complexity, it is always a challenge
to implement DevOps safely and quickly. How do
organizations like Netflix, Amazon, and even Microsoft
manage to deploy complex software multiple times per
day into production without creating complete chaos?
Feature flags are a vital component for DevOps at speed.
In this code-heavy session, you’ll learn what feature flags
are and why they’re important. You’ll look at how to
implement feature flags for UI elements, back end code
and even database changes. You’ll learn about the benefits
of DevOps at speed, and how feature flags can help enable
these benefits for Enterprises. Finally, you’ll discuss the
main challenges facing Enterprises trying to implement
feature flags.
You will learn:
• How to implement feature flags
• Best practices w/feature flags

DevOps is the union of people, process and products that
enable continuous delivery of value to our end users. This

14

REGISTER NOW AT

vslive.com/chicago

September 17 - 20, 2018
Renaissance Hotel

Chicago

SESSION DESCRIPTIONS BY TRACK (continued)
CLOUD, CONTAINERS, AND
MICROSERVICES
Nearly all organizations are exploring
or embracing cloud computing,
whether that be on-premises or public
clouds. The concept of container
technologies such as Docker and Kubernetes are
having a major impact on cloud computing, as well
as software architecture. This is perhaps most clear
when thinking about service-oriented, or
microservice, software architectures and how they
can be used to leverage cloud and container-based
environments. It is hard to imagine any enterprise
development scenario where one or more of these
trends isn’t high on your list of critical skills!
This track includes coverage of the following:
• Azure Event Grid
• Serverless .NET with Azure
• Docker for ASP.NET Core developers
• Developing microservices on Azure

T11 Glue for the Internet: Introducing Azure
Event Grid
Introductory / Intermediate

JEREMY LIKNESS
Tuesday, September 18, 1:30 – 2:45pm
Event Grid is an Azure service that lets developers route
events between endpoints. It supports virtually any existing
Azure service from storage activity to serverless Azure
Function calls. It also supports custom end points. Instead
of taking on the costly overhead of continuous polling
in your applications, Event Grid will manage the events
for you and publish them to your app when ready. In this
hands-on presentation, you’ll learn about the true value of
Event Grid by seeing an example in action and understand
what sets Event Grid apart from other services like Service
Bus and messaging queues.

T15 Code First in the Cloud: Serverless
.NET with Azure
Intermediate

JEREMY LIKNESS
Tuesday, September 18, 3:00 – 4:15pm
The popularity of microservices combined with the
emergence of serverless based solutions has transformed
how modern developers tackle cloud native apps.
Microsoft’s Azure cloud provides a feature known as
serverless functions (including Azure Functions and
Logic Apps) that let developers stand up integrated end
points leveraging the programming language of their
choice without having to worry about the supporting
infrastructure. Learn how to develop serverless .NET
apps and connect them with queues, web requests, and
databases or seamlessly integrate with third-party APIs like
Twitter and Slack.
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TH02 Docker for ASP.NET Core Developers
Introductory

MICHELE LEROUX BUSTAMANTE
Thursday, September 20, 8:00 - 9:15am
Docker lets .NET developers build containerized
applications for Windows or Linux. Windows containers
support full .NET Framework applications, which makes
for a great migration story. With ASP.Net Core, developers
can target both Linux-based Docker containers or
Windows containers. In either case, you can now develop
your applications on Windows using your favorite .NET
developer tools, then build Docker images and run them
as containers on Windows Server or Linux machines. In this
session, you will learn to build ASP.Net Core applications
that can target either Windows or Linux containers
and learn development tricks for rocking your local
development experience with Docker, including structuring
your CICD workflows with VSTS. Topics include common
considerations as you work locally, enabling teams to work
well together with the help of Docker, running containers
locally and publishing through environments seamlessly,
composing multiple containers, instrumenting early,
working with a Docker Registry, automating image builds
and deploying to Azure with just a few clicks.

TH06 Developing Microservices Solutions
on Azure
Introductory

MICHELE LEROUX BUSTAMANTE
Thursday, September 20, 9:30 - 10:45am
Microservices architecture is the current evolution
of application and enterprise architecture that takes
the principles we remember from service-oriented
architecture applies them more discretely. When you
apply microservices architecture patterns and principles
you produce a solution design that is decoupled, with
highly cohesive services that comprise the full stack
including data back-end. The architecture is typically
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SESSION DESCRIPTIONS BY TRACK (continued)
decoupled from the detailed design and implementation
strategy - but ultimately decisions must be made for
that implementation strategy. This session will focus
on the ways you can leverage Azure PaaS features in
combination with containerization strategies to implement
microservice-based solutions. Topics will include Azure
Kubernetes Service (AKS), Azure Container Instances,
Azure Functions, Event Hubs, Event Grid, CosmosDB and
other related features - and where they may fit best and
compose together.

TH18 Programming with Microsoft Flow
Introductory

WALT RITSCHER
Thursday, September 20, 2:45 - 4:00pm
To deal with non-stop email inflow, many of us create
rules that manage our inbox. We’ve got rules that
prioritize, categorize, forward, move, and delete. But
attempt to add even simple logic tests in the rules and
you run into a wall. Taking the big tool approach, you can
create an Outlook Addin and use the full power of C# to
tackle the problem. But not every programming job or
workflow needs a high-powered toolset like C# or Visual
Studio. For quick one-offs and simple tasks, you can fall
back to more basic tools. With the cloud-based Microsoft
Flow, you can quickly and easily build custom automations
from your desktop, laptop, or mobile device without
needing to write a single line of code. Microsoft states
that Flow is a tool for end-users. However, for those of us
who code, Microsoft Flow provides a quick way to create
personalized automated workflows between applications.
Behind the scenes Flow is built on top of Azure Logic
Apps. Flow has an impressive list of service connectors,
such as SharePoint, Dynamics 365, Teams, Dropbox,
Outlook, OneDrive, Yammer and MailChimp. This session
will show you how to get started with flow and build
interesting integrations with little or no code.
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AI, DATA, AND MACHINE LEARNING
Data has once again become one of the
hottest topics in our industry. Advances
in relational tools like SQL Server are
exciting, but then there’s all the cool
stuff happening around NoSQL too! Add a healthy
mix of cloud-hosted database offerings just to keep
everyone on the edge of their seats. And a major
driver for all this excitement around data is how it
enables AI scenarios and how businesses are
rapidly relying on machine learning. There’s no
room for anyone to be complacent when it comes
to data, and we’re here to keep you up to date.
This track includes coverage of the following:
• SQL Server security
• T-SQL Enhancements
• Quantum computing and the future of software
development
• Power BI
• Analytics and AI with Databricks
• Creating bots with Azure Cognitive Services
and Search
• Effective data visualization
• Adding image and voice intelligence to your apps

T03 SQL Server Security Features for
Developers
Intermediate

LEONARD LOBEL
Tuesday, September 18, 8:00 – 9:15am
With the release of SQL Server 2016, the database engine
has been greatly enhanced for security, with three new
features you’ll learn about in this demo-packed session.
With dynamic data masking (DDM), you can fully or
partially conceal sensitive columns from query results.
Masking does not modify data on in the table, it simply
hides data from users that don’t have permission. Rowlevel security (RLS) also hides data from unauthorized
users, but at the row level. With RLS, you can create your
own security policy to control which users can read or
write specific rows in the table. Finally, Always Encrypted
(AE) uses client-side encryption to ensure that data is
encrypted in flight, not just at rest. The encryption keys are
accessible only to the client. This guarantees data can’t be
decrypted on the server, easing the migration path to the
cloud for users with highly sensitive data.
You will learn:
• How dynamic data masking (DDM) can hide sensitive
columns from unauthorized users
• About row-level security (RLS) to filter or block
individual rows from different users
• About Always Encrypted (AE), a new client-side
database encryption technology available in 		
SQL Server 2016

• SQL Server 2017 and intelligence features
• Databases and Data Lakes
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T07 Exploring T-SQL Enhancements:
Windowing and More

W11 Power BI: What Have You Done for Me
Lately?

Intermediate

Introductory

LEONARD LOBEL
Tuesday, September 18, 9:30 – 10:45am

ANDREW BRUST
Wednesday, September 19, 1:30 – 2:45pm

This informative and demo-packed session will quickly
get you up to speed on SQL Server’s powerful windowing
features. Learn how to leverage windowing with the OVER
clause to calculate running and sliding aggregations,
row lookups, and percentiles based on rank. You’ll also
explore other T-SQL enhancements, including new
functions (all 22 of them!), improved error handling with
THROW, server-side paging with OFFSET/FETCH NEXT,
sequence generators, and metadata discovery techniques.
If you want to learn about windowing and other T-SQL
enhancements in SQL Server, you won’t want to miss out
on this session.

Power BI has been a runaway success for Microsoft in
terms of adoption and mindshare. At this point, almost
everyone is aware of it. Awareness is good, and you may
already know Power BI creates great looking visualizations,
or that it runs on Windows, iOS, Android and the Web.
But do you know how to use it? And if you do, are you
up-to-date with all the new features of this product that’s
updated on a monthly basis?

You will learn:
• About windowing features in SQL Server
• About the 22 new T-SQL functions, including eight new
analytic windowing functions
• About OVER, THROW, OFFSET, and metadata discovery

W03 Quantum Computing and the Future of
Software Development
JERRY NIXON
Wednesday, September 19, 8:00 – 9:15am
As the age of Silicon ends and we enter into a new age
of practical, Quantum computing, the role of software
developers, data scientists and security professionals will
never be the same. Learn how we got here. Learn more
clearly where we are. And, most importantly, learn where
we are going, what it means to our careers, and how fast
we are getting there.
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Come to this session for a combination of a quick intro
to Power BI (including its technology underpinnings, the
costs around it and, of course, how to use it) and a checkin on several newer features, including Bookmarks, Add
Column from Examples, Q&A for Reports Creation and the
latest custom visuals. We’ll even cover features released
after this abstract is published.
You will learn:
• Power BI Basics: Reports and dashboards on desktop,
cloud and mobile
• New and recent features like Bookmarks and Add
Column from Examples
• How to use Q&A for report creation
• How to us the latest custom visuals

W15 Analytics and AI with Azure Databricks
Intermediate

ANDREW BRUST
Wednesday, September 19, 3:00 - 4:15pm
Beyond Hadoop, Apache Spark has emerged as the Big
Data analytics platform of choice for many companies.
And while Spark is available on Azure HDInsight as
a specialized cluster type, a new Spark service from
Microsoft and Databricks (the company founded by
Spark’s creators) has emerged.

That service—Azure Databricks (ADB)—is in public preview
as of this writing and may well be in general availability
by the time of this session. Geared both towards analytics
and machine learning/AI, ADB lets developers work in
notebooks, offline, or interactively with running clusters;
and lets the notebooks execute as production jobs on a
scheduled basis, starting up Spark clusters on demand
and shutting them down when the work is done. This
session will cover the combination of the concepts, service
mechanics, and code (in Python, R and/or Scala) necessary
for you to do analytics, create dashboards, and train
machine learning models on Azure Databricks.
You will learn:
• About the fundamentals of Apache Spark, Spark SQL
and Spark MLlib
• How to use Databricks notebooks and dashboards
• Hot to manage clusters, serverless pools and jobs
• How to integrate Azure Databricks with blob storage
and other Azure services
• How to write Python and R code for analytics and
machine learning

W19 Create Intelligent Bots with Cognitive
Services and Azure Search
Introductory / Intermediate

ERIC D. BOYD
Wednesday, September 19, 4:30 - 5:45pm
Helping users get information and complete work through
conversation is powerful. In this session, you will learn how
to use the Microsoft Bot Framework, Azure’s Bot Service,
AI with Cognitive Services and Azure Search to create
conversational bots that can be helpful for consumers and
in the enterprise.
You will learn:
• An overview of Conversational Bots
• How to create a conversational bot
• How to enhance the bot experience with AI and data
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TH10 Effective Data Visualization

TH16 SQL Server 2017—Intelligence Built-in

Intermediate

Intermediate

DAVID GIARD
Thursday, September 20, 11:00am - 12:15pm

SCOTT KLEIN
Thursday, September 20, 1:15 - 2:30pm

We spend much of our time collecting and analyzing
data. That data is only useful if it can be displayed in
a meaningful and understandable way. Yale professor
Edward Tufte presented many ideas on how to effectively
present data to an audience or end user.

SQL Server 2016 and SQL Server 2017 both work—but if
you are a IT Professional you want to be armed with all the
right diagnostics to react to a mission critical problem or
tune the engine to the needs for your business. Dev-Ops
also requires the right tools to build and tune queries for
maximum performance. SQL Server 2016 and 2017 have all
the diagnostics you need just built-in to the product. There
is also intelligence built-into the engine based on these
diagnostics to automate, learn, and adapt. In this demofilled session, you’ll see the wide variety of these built-in
diagnostics and performance tools, and you will learn why
SQL Server diagnostics are the best in the industry, builtin, and spans all platforms across SQL Server, Azure, and
Linux.

This session will explain some of Tufte’s most important
guidelines about data visualization and how you can apply
those guidelines to your own data. You will learn what to
include, what to remove, and what to avoid in your charts,
graphs, maps, and other images that represent data.
You will learn:
• About data visualization
• How to present data properly
• How to avoid bad data visualization

TH14 Adding Image and Voice Intelligence
to Your Apps with Microsoft Cognitive
Services
Intermediate

DAVID GIARD
Thursday, September 20, 1:15 - 2:30pm
Cognitive Services is a set of APIs that uses the power of
Machine Learning to enhance your application. Using these
APIs, you can quickly add image recognition and analysis,
facial recognition, speech recognition, text-to-speech
capabilities, and many other features to your application.
In this presentation, you will learn about the capabilities of
these APIs, how to test them, and how to call them via a
REST web service and using some helpful .NET libraries.
You will learn:
• About Machine Learning
• About Artificial Intelligence
• About software development
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You will learn:
• About the features in AQP (Adaptive Query
Processing)
• About Auto Tuning
• About Diagnostics

TH20 Databases and Data Lakes—Bridging
the Gap

when several vendors out there offer both? This demo
heavy session will show how to get the RDBMS and data
lake worlds in sync and how bringing data from both
repositories together pays off in analysis, insights, and
digital transformation.
You will learn:
• About the past and future of Databases
• About Data Lakes and their value
• About scenarios and use-cases for working together

DEVELOPING NEW EXPERIENCES
The expectations around “user
experience” is being upended right
before our eyes. In today’s world you
need to understand not only graphical
interactions with keyboard, mouse, touch, and
stylus, but also voice, gesture, 3D, mixed-reality,
and more. Fortunately, we’ve got you covered with
content from phones to PCs to voice to augmented
and mixed reality.
• This track includes coverage of the following:
• Mobile app dev with Xamarin Forms
• Transitioning from Windows Forms to XAML

Intermediate

• What’s new in XAML

SCOTT KLEIN
Thursday, September 20, 2:45 - 4:00pm

• Cross-platform app dev with CSLA .NET

Relational database management systems (RDBMSes) and
data lakes are very different technologies from different
eras. But so what? They both store data that needs to
be analyzed, often using the same tools. Moreover, the
data stored in these different types of repositories may
well need to be correlated and blended; or perhaps data
in one can be enriched with data in the other. What can
be done to match and merge data from RDBMS and
data lake platforms (like Hadoop and Spark), especially

• Fluent design with UWP

• Cross-platform desktop app dev with Electron
• Leveraging HTTP in your mobile apps
• Cross-platform development with Project Rome
• Modernizing your Windows Forms and WPF apps
with UWP
• Leveraging data binding in WPF
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T01 The State of XAML: Recent Changes for
UWP, WPF, Xamarin
Introductory

BILLY HOLLIS
Tuesday, September 18, 8:00 - 9:15am
The XAML world is in flux. As the Universal Windows
Platform evolves, WPF gets ways to work in the Windows
10 world, and Xamarin progresses towards XAML Standard
1.0. If you do apps with XAML, or are thinking of moving
to XAML from older native technologies, this session will
help you compare and contrast your options for doing
native desktop and mobile applications.
You will learn:
• About the most recent changes and additions in the
major XAML platforms
• About the decision points for deciding between WPF
and UWP for desktop and mobile applications on
Windows
• How to leverage your XAML expertise across all the
major XAML platforms

T05 Building Your First Mobile App with
Xamarin Forms

You will learn:
• How to use Xamarin Forms to build mobile apps that
run on iOS, Android and Windows
• How Xamarin enables you to share code and UI across
devices
• How to connect mobile apps to Azure services

T09 Cross-Platform App Dev with C# and
CSLA .NET
Intermediate

ROCKFORD LHOTKA
Tuesday, September 18, 1:30 - 2:45pm
You may write your smart client app in UWP, Xamarin,
WPF, or even Windows Forms. In any case, your app
probably calls back-end services and needs to interact
with app servers. Some or all of your business logic may
run on the client, the app server, or both. That’s ideal
for the balance between user interactivity, performance,
scalability, and security. The widely-used open source
CSLA .NET framework helps you create a reusable, scalable,
and cross-platform portable business layer that lets your
application run on multiple types of client devices while
sharing business logic between the clients and your app
server. This session is an end-to-end walkthrough of how
this works and how you can benefit.

Intermediate

ROBERT GREEN
Tuesday, September 18, 9:30 - 10:45am
Xamarin helps C# developers reuse their skills and build
native mobile apps that run on iOS, Android and Windows.
In this session, you will see how build a relatively simple
mobile app from scratch. You will see how to write code
once and use it across devices. You will see how to use
Xamarin Forms to build the UI once. You will see how
to use basic controls, handle navigation and data entry,
connect to Azure, work with data when offline and how to
deploy the app to multiple devices.
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T13 A Dozen Ways to Mess up Your
Transition from Windows Forms to XAML

and XAML organization that will lead to a maintenance
nightmare. Based on working with dozens of clients since
XAML was introduced, you’ll see some of the worst results
and outcomes, and understand how to avoid them.
You will learn:
• About the most common ways teams approach XAML
incorrectly
• About the risks that come from the difficult learning
path for XAML
• How to leverage the XAML platform to get more
value

W01 Electron: Desktop Development for
Web Developers
Introductory / Intermediate

CHRIS WOODRUFF
Wednesday, September 19, 8:00 - 9:15am
Imagine if you will, your manager asks you to develop
a new desktop application. You’re so used to web
development that you don’t know how to get started.
What should you do? Dig out your old VB 6 books or learn
a new technology? Better yet, keep those web skills and
use Electron. Electron is the cross-platform application
shell GitHub originally built for the Atom editor. This
session will equip you with the starting skills to set up your
development environment, generate your starter project,
and build some business logic. You will also start building a
killer UX with the Photon control kit.

Intermediate

BILLY HOLLIS
Tuesday, September 18, 3:00 - 4:15pm
In the modern app era, XAML is the default technology for
native applications, including desktop and mobile. Lots of
businesses will be transitioning into XAML from platforms
such as Windows Forms; but that transition has many ways
to go off the rails. In this session, you’ll see a dozen ways to
do the transition badly, from spoofing older interfaces to
garish overuse of gradients and animations to poor code
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W05 Enhancing UWP Experiences with
Fluent Design

W13 Building Cross Device Experiences with
Project Rome

TH07 Eliminate Code Using Data Binding
in WPF

Introductory / Intermediate

Intermediate

Introductory / Intermediate

TONY CHAMPION
Wednesday, September 19, 9:30 - 10:45am

TONY CHAMPION
Wednesday, September 19, 3:00 - 4:15pm

PAUL SHERIFF
Thursday, September 20, 9:30 - 10:45am

Creating apps users love to engage with goes beyond
building an app that works well. The app must be intuitive
and enjoyable to use as well. To enable app creators
to provide these types of experiences for their users,
Microsoft developed the Fluent Design system. This session
will look at fluent design and how to implement it in UWP
apps. Whether building consumer or line of business UWP
apps, this session is a must see.

Today’s users want more from their apps. They want a
single experience that follows them no matter what device
they are on. As a developer, providing this experience
can be quite daunting. Microsoft’s Project Rome enables
developers to extend their apps’ experiences across devices
and platforms. This session will explore how Project Rome’s
remote system APIs can help you drive user engagement
with your apps.

You will learn:
• About the fluent design system
• About the principals of fluent design
• From examples of implementing the fluent design

You will learn:
• About Project Rome
• How to use remote system APIs to develop cross device
apps
• How to create companion apps

Data Binding in WPF is more than just binding to data in
a database. You will learn various methods of using data
binding including binding one control to another control,
binding to properties in your classes, and having XAML
create classes for you. You will learn how to set global
settings like font size, colors and other configuration data
through easy to use classes. You will also see how to bind to
data classes in your back-end database as well. This session
will show you how to retrieve data from your SQL Server
database and display it in a typical business form. You will
learn to use the ObjectDataProvider control to retrieve data
and to filter data. You will see a real-world example of a
CRUD screen. You will walk away with some useful classes
that you can utilize in your own WPF applications.

W09 Learning the Language of HTTP for A
Better Data Experience in Your Mobile Apps
Introductory

CHRIS WOODRUFF
Wednesday, September 19, 1:30 - 2:45pm
You know you have to have a great experience when you
develop your mobile applications, right? The greatest
experience you can give your users centers around their
data. There are ways to improve your mobile applications
and you will learn and understand the language of HTTP
for better Data Experience. Come see why you should
know the language of HTTP before developing your REST
APIs and the mobile apps that consume them. You will be a
Data Experience expert when you leave the room after this
informative session.		
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W17 Use UWP to Modernize Your Existing
WinForms and WPF Applications
Introductory / Intermediate

WALT RITSCHER
Wednesday, September 19, 4:30 - 5:45pm

You will learn:
• How to write less code by employing databinding
• How to bind from one control to another
• How to bind from view models to controls

There is no denying that WinForms/WPF development is
popular for desktop development. It’s time to consider
adding features found in the Universal Windows Platform
to your existing applications. This session looks at the
Visual Studio 2017 tools that ease the integration/
transition to UWP and introduces you to the benefits of
.NET Standard 2.0.
You will learn:
• Useful .NET Core 2.0 features
• How to use desktop bridge to convert existing
application to a Store app		
• How to integrate with notifications and other Windows
10 features
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DELIVERY AND DEPLOYMENT
Every developer knows that there’s
more to software development than
just code and tooling. The practices and
techniques we use to understand and
analyze the problem space, to manage
interpersonal communication and conflict, and
other patterns and practices are key to success.
• Topics in this track include:
• Building a stronger team
• Collecting metrics
• Unit testing and TDD
• Dependency injection
• Expose an extensibility API

W04 Building a Stronger Team, One
Strength at a Time
Intermediate

ANGELA DUGAN
Wednesday, September 19, 8:00 - 9:15am
Building the “perfect team” seems like an impossible task
these days. Can a truly “cross-functional” team even be
built? How do you get introverts and extroverts (yes, they
do exist in IT) to play nice? Seems like these days you
practically need a degree in psychology to get this right.
But you don’t. It is possible to develop high functioning
teams. Regardless of focus (software development,
marketing, sales), there are patterns to what makes teams
successful, and what can hold them back from greatness.
Are you spending time understanding what the individual
members of the team need to be successful or are you
trying “one size fits all” solutions?
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Are you creating a safe and supportive environment to
foster experimentation and learning, or are you doing the
same old stuff you’ve always done, wondering why you
don’t see better results?
Are you leveraging people’s individual strengths and
balancing the team as a whole or just putting whomever is
available on a team and hoping for the best?
This session will cover some of the tools for understanding
the needs and strengths of your individual team members,
identifying strength gaps, and action items for creating a
happy and well-balanced team that can get it done.
You will learn:
• What your individual team members need to be
successful
• To create a safe and supportive environment to foster
experimentation and learning
• To leverage people’s individual strengths and balancing
the team as a whole

W08 How do You Measure up? Collect the
Right Metrics for the Right Reasons
Introductory

ANGELA DUGAN
Wednesday, September 19, 9:30 - 10:45am
How many times have you been asked to deliver
on metrics that did not make sense, that were
counterproductive to the team’s effectiveness, or that
were seemingly impossible to collect? Often times, the
metrics being collected are the ones that are easy, but not
necessarily the ones that matter.
When it comes to software delivery, lean and agile
practices and methodologies have clearly taken the lead.
In the spirit of Kaizen, this session will take a look at the
measures you can and should collect from agile teams,
why these metrics are relevant and interesting, and
how you can use them to help your teams continuously
improve.

You will learn:
• Why is it so difficult to identify meaningful metrics in
the software world?
• What are the best types of quality focused metrics to
focus on in an agile organization?
• Examples of good, bad, and ugly metrics, as well as
how to analyze and interpret them

TH04 Unit Testing & Test-Driven
Development (TDD) for Mere Mortals
Introductory / Intermediate

BENJAMIN DAY
Thursday, September 20, 8:00 - 9:15am
Unit Testing and Test-Driven Development (TDD) arguably
mean the same thing. They both describe a way of
developing software so that you always know whether or
not it’s working. You write little chunks of code (unit tests)
that verify the objects and methods in your application’s
code and it helps you make sure that you have PROOF
that your code works. It also makes your code easier to
maintain and easier to refactor. Plus, while it might not
feel like it right away, writing using tests makes your
development process go a lot faster.
This session will discuss what unit testing and TDD are
all about, why you should care, and how to do it with
C# and ASP.NET MVC. Along the way, expect to hear
about “designing for testability” and some really helpful
testability design patterns like the Strategy, Repository, and
Adapter patterns.
You will learn:
• Why write unit tests?
• How to write unit tests?
• How to think about technical debt and code written
without unit test and making it testable

REGISTER NOW AT

vslive.com/chicago

September 17 - 20, 2018
Renaissance Hotel

Chicago

SESSION DESCRIPTIONS BY TRACK (continued)
TH09 Writing Testable Code and Resolving
Dependencies—DI Kills Two Birds with 		
One Stone
Intermediate

MIGUEL CASTRO
Thursday, September 20, 11:00am - 12:15pm
Dependency Injection is one of those terms that
advanced programmers throw out with an expectation
and assumption of full understanding on the part of the
receiver. However, it is often immediately apparent many
don’t even know what they’re asking about. It’s easy to get
infatuated by a cool buzz phrase, especially when you hear
so many others using it. But to truly understand something
you need to start by understanding the problem spaces
that it is trying to solve. To write testable software, you
need to understand and embrace abstractions and
injecting them. But then you introduce the problem of
having to resolve dependency chains. This is where using
a DI container helps you solve both these issues. This
session will show you how to make your code testable
and maintainable with the help of a DI container. If this is
something your organization has not fully embraced yet,
come and prepare for a tremendous wow factor.
You will learn:
• How to demonstrate problem code
• How to embrace abstractions for across-the-board
testability
• How to use a full-featured DI container

TH13 Exposing an Extensibility API for 		
Your Applications and Services
Intermediate / Advanced

MIGUEL CASTRO
Thursday, September 20, 1:15 - 2:30pm
Writing software that can be maintained is and always
has been crucial. But so is writing software that can be
enhanced and extended. It’s become quite commonplace
for many apps today to expose APIs so externally written
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apps can have access to their data or their services. But
imagine how cool it is to expose an API for changing or
extending an application’s functionality. This is all about
the ability to use the architecture of an application in order
to enhance that system. This is the power of the patterns
and techniques you’ll learn in this session. They’re very
useful and very geeky so bring your propeller hat.
You will learn:
• What is Extensibility for?
• How to modularize your application
• How to expose an extensibility API in your application

.NET AND MORE
At the heart of the Microsoft
development experience is the .NET
Framework. But these days there’s so
much more than just that original
framework. You need to understand .NET
Standard, .NET Core, the .NET Framework, mono,
and Xamarin. Not to mention the cool features
added to (and coming in the future) for C# and
Roslyn, and how these all integrate into Visual
Studio and Visual Studio Code. These are the
base-level tools you need to know for success in
the Microsoft development world.
• Topics in this track include:
• What’s new in C#
• Sharing code between full .NET, .NET Core, and
mono with .NET Standard
• Roslyn
• Creating your own code analyzers

T16 Essential C# 8.0
Intermediate / Advanced

MARK MICHAELIS
Tuesday, September 18, 3:00 - 4:15pm
Whenever a NullReferenceException is thrown in
production code, it is always a bug, and yet, with reference
types, some default to null and “fall in” to doing the wrong
thing (dereferencing them without checking for null).
Furthermore, there is no reasonable syntax for indicating
that null is not a valid value for a reference type. It is
idiosyncrasies like this that C# 8.0 is targeting to fix—and
doing so in a way that avoids any breaking changes—at
least by default. The features in C# 8.0, however, don’t
stop with nullable reference types. They also include
an improved version of Reactive Extensions with a
language features called async streams, default interface
implementations (forcing a corresponding .NET upgrade as
well), and more extension member types (constructors and
events for example). This session will dive into the language
features of C# 8.0 understanding what new capabilities it
introduces and the effect that said features might have on
your C# coding standards. Don’t miss this session to learn
how to write C# 7.0 in a way that is easily upgradable to C#
8.0.
You will learn:
• All about C# 8.0
• How to hunt for nulls where they aren’t expected
• How to compose asynchronous and event-based
programs with C# syntax

W07 Sharing C# Code across Platforms
Intermediate

ROCKFORD LHOTKA
Wednesday, September 19, 9:30 - 10:45am
At some point you are going to need to get your existing
code base running on .NET Core, UWP, Xamarin, or another
flavor of .NET. In the past you might have used Portable
Class Libraries (PCLs) or Shared Projects to accomplish this
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goal. The new netstandard 2.0 definition is implemented
by .NET Core, Xamarin, full .NET, and UWP, and this means
we have a much simpler and more direct way to share and
reuse code across all platforms./
You will learn:
• About netstandard 2.0 and its relationship to all .NET
implementations
• How to use Shared Projects to bridge between legacy
code and modern NS 2.0 code
• Strategies to access per-platform code from crossplatform projects

TH08 C# 7, Roslyn and You
Intermediate / Advanced

JIM WOOLEY
Thursday, September 20, 9:30 - 10:45am
Over the last seven years, the C# and VB compilers
were re-written from the ground up. Visual Studio 2015
includes this new compiler and features new extensibility
and language capabilities. This session will focus on how
these changes will impact you as a C# or VB developer in
your day-to-day development. You’ll start with exploring
the new language features. Then you’ll look at how to
take advantage of code diagnostics and fixes that are
publicly available. You’ll finish up exploring some of the
extensibility points that you can take advantage of if you
want to build your own diagnostics and code fixes.

TH12 Improving Code Quality with Static
Analyzers
Intermediate

JIM WOOLEY
Thursday, September 20, 11:00am - 12:15am
How do you keep code consistent across a team or make
sure your independent code follows accepted standards?
Use a Static Analyzer tool. See how to use some of these
tools for your .Net, JavaScript, Style sheets, and so on to
improve your code as an independent or large team lead.
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Whether you’re an independent developer that needs
assistance reviewing your code, or a member of a large
team that wants to keep code consistency among the
team, static analyzer tools can help identify and optionally
fix issues in your code. Many platforms have their own
version to help based on the language, including Roslyn,
JsLint, CssLint, SonarQube. FxCop, StyleCop, and so
on. You’ll look at some of these tools and explore how
they can help identify issues in your code and improve
maintainability and decrease errors before you deploy to
production. You’ll also look at the ability to build your own
tool to enforce rules in your specific domain.
				

FULL STACK WEB DEVELOPMENT
Web development has become the
dominant approach for building
enterprise software. To provide your best
on every project you need to understand
the server and browser client worlds. On the server
there’s ASP.NET classic, and ASP.NET Core, both with
versions of MVC and support for building services.
The browser client is evolving rapidly, with constant
changes and updates to JavaScript, TypeScript,
Angular, Vue, and other related frameworks. But
more than this, there’s now WebAssembly and the
ability to run other languages natively in the
browser, including C/C++, C#, and many more. Your
need to keep up to date with all these technologies
has never been greater, and we’re here to give you
the knowledge you need!
Topics in this track include:
• Angular
• Angular routing
• TypeScript

• ASP.NET Core
• Entity Framework Core
• WebAssembly, Blazor, and Ooui (Xamarin Forms
in the browser)
• JavaScript for C# developers
• Tools for modern web developers
• Architecting and deploying microservice apps
• MVVM, ASP.NET Core, and Razor
• Offline web applications
• Modern security architecture for ASP.NET Core
• Authorization in web apps and APIs

T02 An Introduction to TypeScript
Introductory

JASON BOCK
Tuesday, September 18, 8:00 – 9:15am
JavaScript is the language for web development, but it’s not
the only way to write code in web applications. TypeScript
is a language that emits JavaScript, but provides constructs
and features currently missing in JavaScript. In this session,
you’ll see what TypeScript is, how it works, and why you
should consider using it on future web projects.

T06 Essential Web Development with 		
ASP.NET Core
Intermediate

MARK MICHAELIS
Tuesday, September 18, 9:30 – 10:45am
.NET Core is no minor upgrade of ASP.NET. It is the
culmination of many changes, even to areas that have
remained the same since the first days of Visual Studio .NET.
This session will delve into the details of those changes as
they relate to ASP.NET Core. This includes things like the
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solution structure, unit test tool updates, debugging, config
file changes, project schema changes to leverage JSON,
and much more. Attend this session to jumpstart your ASP.
NET Core development, and catapult you to immediate
productivity instead of wallowing in the surprise of change.
You will learn:
• About the new ASP.NET Core Project/Solution structure
• About the overall Visual Studio solution structure and
where to put your own files within the new solution
structure
• About the ASP.NET Core code flow and how to
customize it throughout			

T10 Assembling the Web—A Tour of
WebAssembly
Introductory / Intermediate

JASON BOCK
Tuesday, September 18, 1:30 – 2:45pm
WebAssembly—what is it exactly? Is it a new VM? A way
to create a binary version of JavaScript? A new standard to
get everyone to code in C/C++ for the web? This session
will demystify WebAssembly, demonstrate exactly what it
is, and provide insight into how this will affect JavaScript
and web development in the future.

T14 Entity Framework Core 2 for Mere
Mortals
Intermediate

PHILIP JAPIKSE
Tuesday, September 18, 3:00 – 4:15pm
Writing data access code is tedious and mundane. The
simple act of creating the CRUD (Create, Read, Update,
Delete) operations doesn’t add business value to your
application, but it is an absolute necessity. This session will
show you the core features of EF Core 2 and how it can save
you valuable time much better spent on providing business
value and compelling features into your applications.
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W02 JavaScript for the C# (and Java)
Developer
Intermediate

PHILIP JAPIKSE
Wednesday, September 19, 8:00 – 9:15am
Yes, it has curly braces. Yes, it has semi colons. And you can
write C# like code in JavaScript. But should you? JavaScript
programming has many paradigms that make it very
different than writing typical managed code. This session
will show you—the C# programmer—what you need to
know to take your JavaScript to the next level.

W06 Architecting and Developing
Microservices Apps
Introductory / Intermediate

ERIC D. BOYD
Wednesday, September 19, 9:30 – 10:45am
Microservices are the next evolution of application
architecture and service design. The design patterns and
principles from Service-Oriented Architecture provided
good guidance for service design, and now Microservices
enhances SOA with architectures and platforms for
operationalizing services through development and hosting
platforms like Azure Functions and Azure Service Fabric and
deployment, orchestration, management and monitoring
platforms like Kubernetes, DC/OS and Docker Swarm.
In this session, you will get a lap around Microservices. You
will begin with a quick refresh on SOA and the design patterns
that guide well-designed SOA architectures. Then you’ll take
an example monolithic application and break it down into a
microservices architecture. Next, you will explore the benefits
of platforms like Azure Functions, Azure Service Fabric and
Docker Containers. Finally, you’ll walk through building and
running microservices using these tools and platforms.

W10 Angular 101
Introductory / Intermediate

DEBORAH KURATA
Wednesday, September 19, 1:30 – 2:45pm
This beginner-level session introduces the .NET developer
to Angular, the very popular JavaScript framework for
building client-side applications. This session will cover
key building blocks such as modules, components,
and templates. Come and get a quick start to building
successful Web applications with Angular.
You will learn:
• About Angular terms and concepts
• The basics of building an Angular application using the
Angular CLI
• About Angular’s data binding features and
syntax

W14 N Things You Didn’t Know About the
Router
Intermediate

DEBORAH KURATA
Wednesday, September 19, 3:00 – 4:15pm
This session explores the many facets of routing in an
Angular application, and covers a lot of awesome yet
practical techniques. With routing, we can define multiple
routes, pass data to routes, preload data for our views,
guard our routes, add a spinner, and even improve
performance by asynchronously loading our routes.
You will learn:
• More sophisticated routing techniques
• How to leverage child routes
• How to improve startup performance with lazy
loading

You will learn:
• How to architect systems using microservices
• An overview of microservices hosting platforms
• How to develop microservices using Azure
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W18 Tools for Modern Web Development
Intermediate / Advanced

BEN HOELTING
Wednesday, September 19, 4:30 – 5:45pm
ASP.NET Core embraces open source tools and
technologies. This is not a bad thing. Opening up ASP.NET
will only make it stronger by enabling the ability to use best
practices for modern web development. Learning these
best practices and the tools and technologies to implement
them will make you a more productive developer. NPM,
Bower, Gulp and Webpack are only some of the things you
need to master. These technologies will soon replace some
of the things you’ve hacked and bandaged in ASP.NET
over the years. This session will dive into these and other
modern web development tools for your tool belt.
You will learn:
• Why ASP.NET is embracing open source
• About NPM, Bower, Gulp, Webpack and Yoeman
• Best practices associated with these tools

TH03 MVVM and ASP.NET Core Razor Pages
Intermediate

BEN HOELTING
Thursday, September 20, 8:00 – 9:15am
Today ASP.NET MVC applications require quite a bit of
convention and understanding just to create a simple
Hello World application. Many times, you simply want to
create a page and navigate to that page. Simple, right?
Wrong, using MVC this requires a controller, a view, an
understanding of routing and the conventions put in place
by ASP.NET MVC. Razor pages are a new concept currently
in the early stages of development by the ASP.NET team.
The idea is to use the Razor syntax outside the boundaries
of ASP.NET MVC. This lets web developers implement a
clean MVVM pattern for basic and complex ASP.NET Core
applications. This session will introduce Razor pages and
demonstrate how to use them with the MVVM pattern.
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You will learn:
• How to define Razor Pages
• How to create an MVVM application using Razor pages
• How to define the pros and cons of Razor pages versus
ASP.NET MVC

TH11 Store Data Locally for Offline 		
Web Applications
Introductory / Intermediate

PAUL SHERIFF
Thursday, September 20, 11:00am – 12:15pm
There are times when a user can’t be connected to the
internet. When this happens, how do you continue to store
data, so they can keep working? Using a local JavaScriptbased database is the answer. Instead of choosing
IndexedDB or WebSQL, you should go with a wrapper such
as PouchDB which can use any of these depending on the
browser it is deployed upon. PouchDB runs on all major
browsers (including IE 10+). It works with all frameworks
such as Angular, React, etc. In this session you learn to
build a CRUD page using PouchDB. In fact, you build your
own small wrapper around PouchDB in case you want to
swap it out later.
You will learn:
• How to build an offline web application using jQuery
and JavaScript
• How to store data locally
• How to build an offline CRUD page

TH15 Modern Security Architecture for 		
ASP.NET Core

main components in ASP.NET Core for securing your web
applications and web APIs. This includes authenticating
users with middleware, implementing policy-based
authorization, and proper security architecture with
protocols such as OpenId Connect and OAuth2. We will
also see how to use OpenID Connect and OAuth2 to
secure browser-based JavaScript applications and native/
mobile applications. As part of our exploration into OpenID
Connect and OAuth2, we will use the popular open source
framework IdentityServer. Come and learn how ASP.NET
Core and IdentityServer can be used to design for a modern
security architecture.

TH19 Implementing Authorization in Web
Applications and APIs
Introductory / Intermediate

BROCK ALLEN
Thursday, September 20, 2:45 – 4:00pm
Security for users in application is typically broken down
into two parts—authentication and authorization. It turns
out authentication is the easy part. Authorization that’s the
real challenge. This might sound daunting, but since every
application is different there is no single recipe for how
authorization should be implemented. This session discusses
a couple of approaches and pitfalls to authorization, and
uses the ASP.NET Core authorization API as an example of
a decent abstraction layer for clean authorization for your
applications. You will discover that that regardless of your
approach, there is no one size that fits all, and that’s why it
important to understand your options.

Introductory / Intermediate

BROCK ALLEN
Thursday, September 20, 1:15 – 2:30pm
ASP.NET Core brings many modern approaches to building
web applications. Given its importance, updates to the
security architecture are also included in this modern
framework. This session will bring you up to speed on the
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Rockford Lhotka

Brian Randell

Andrew Brust is the founder and CEO of
Blue Badge Insights. He advises data and
analytics ISVs on winning in the market,
solution providers on their service
offerings, and customers on their analytics
strategy. He writes about Big Data for
ZDNet and co-chairs the Visual Studio Live! series of
developer conferences. Andrew is an entrepreneur, a
consulting veteran, a former analyst and research director,
and a current Microsoft Regional Director and MVP.
@andrewbrust

Rockford Lhotka is the CTO of Magenic,
and the creator of the widely used CSLA .
NET development framework. He is the
author of numerous books on software
development and regularly speaks at
major conferences around the world.
Rockford is a Microsoft Regional Director and MVP. His
company Magenic (magenic.com) specializes in planning,
designing, building, and maintaining an enterprise’s most
mission critical systems. For more information, go to
lhotka.net. @RockyLhotka

Michael Desmond

David Ramel

Michael Desmond is editor in chief of
MSDN Magazine, Microsoft’s flagship
publication for software developers
working with Microsoft tools and
technologies. A 20-year veteran of IT and
technology publishing, Desmond was an
editor at PC World magazine for six years before launching
an editorial consultancy that worked for leading
technology firms like IBM, Intel, and Sun Microsystems.

David Ramel is editor in chief of Visual
Studio Magazine and Application
Development Trends Magazine. He is an
editor, writer and Web multimedia
producer with 20 years of experience in
mainstream journalism and within the
information technology trade industry.

Brian A. Randell is a partner with MCW
Technologies, LLC. For more than 20 years,
he has been building software solutions.
He educates teams on Microsoft
technologies via writing and training—
both in-person and on demand. He’s also
a consultant for worldwide companies of all sizes including
Fortune 100 companies like Microsoft. Brian is a passionate
software craftsman who still enjoys coding as he helps
teams to improve their processes from idea to shipping to
production management and monitoring. He’s currently a
Visual Studio MVP and co-author of “Professional
Application Lifecycle Management with Visual Studio
2013” from Wrox Publishing. When he’s not working,
Brian enjoys spending time with his wife and two children.
@brianrandell

CEO and Founder, Blue Badge Insights
Visual Studio Live! Conference Co-Chair

Editor in Chief, MSDN Magazine

26

CTO, Magenic
Visual Studio Live! Conference Co-Chair

Editor in Chief, Visual Studio Magazine and ADTMag.com

Partner, MCW Technologies
Visual Studio Live! Conference Co-Chair
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Eric D. Boyd

Michele Leroux Bustamante

Brock Allen is an application security
consultant for Solliance. He has 20 years of
industry experience, and specializes in
.NET, web development, and web-based
security. Brock is the co-author of many
security related open source frameworks
including IdentityServer, IdentityManager, and
MembershipReboot. He also frequently posts to the ASP.
NET forums, he is an MVP for ASP.NET/IIS, a member of
ASPInsiders, and a contributor to the ASP.NET platform.
@BrockLAllen

Eric D. Boyd is the founder and CEO of
responsiveX, a Microsoft Azure MVP, a
Microsoft Regional Director, a regular
conference speaker, and the co-author of
“Step-by-Step Azure SQL Database” from
Microsoft Press. He is so passionate about
cloud, mobile, and modern applications that he founded
responsiveX (www.responsiveX.com), a technology
company that helps customers deliver great web, mobile,
and enterprise apps using the cloud and Azure. Eric
launched his technology career almost two decades ago
with a web development startup and has served in
multiple roles since including developer, consultant,
technology executive, and business owner. You can find
Eric blogging at http://www.EricDBoyd.com and on Twitter
at http://twitter.com/EricDBoyd.

Michele Leroux Bustamante is co-founder
/ CIO at Solliance (solliance.net), cofounder of PolicyServer (policyserver.io), a
Cloud/Security architect, a Docker Captain,
Microsoft Regional Director and Microsoft
Azure MVP. Michele is a thought leader
recognized in many fields including software architecture
and design, identity and access management, cloud
computing technologies , security and compliance, and
DevOps. During the past 20 years, Michele has held senior
executive positions at several corporations, assembled
teams, implemented development process, and facilitated
numerous successful large-scale enterprise application
deployments. In recent years Michele’s focus has been
leading the Security and Microservices practices at
Solliance—and sharing customer learnings through
presentations and workshops. Michele has also been active
in the startup community with a keen understanding of
the technical and business needs of a startups. She shares
experiences through presentations and keynotes all over
the world and has been publishing regularly during her
entire career. Michele wrote the best-selling book
‘’Learning WCF’’ (O’Reilly 2007) and Developing Microsoft
Azure Solutions (MS Press, 2017). @michelebusta

Application Security Architect, Solliance

Jason Bock

Practice Lead, Magenic
Jason Bock is a practice lead for Magenic
(http://www.magenic.com) and a Microsoft
MVP (C#). He has more than 20 years of
experience working on a number of
business applications using a diverse set of
frameworks and languages such as C#, .
NET, and JavaScript. He is the author of “.NET Development
Using the Compiler API,” “Metaprogramming in .NET,” and
“Applied .NET Attributes.” He has written numerous articles
on software development issues and presented at a number
of conferences and user groups. He is a leader of the Twin
Cities Code Camp (http://www.twincitiescodecamp.com).
Jason holds a Master’s degree in Electrical Engineering
from Marquette University. Visit his web site at 		
http://www.jasonbock.net. @jasonbock

Founder & CEO, responsiveX

Andrew Brust

CEO and Founder, Blue Badge Insights
Andrew Brust is the founder and CEO of
Blue Badge Insights. He advises data and
analytics ISVs on winning in the market,
solution providers on their service
offerings, and customers on their analytics
strategy. He writes about Big Data for
ZDNet and co-chairs the Visual Studio Live! series of
developer conferences. Andrew is an entrepreneur, a
consulting veteran, a former analyst and research director,
and a current Microsoft Regional Director and MVP.
@andrewbrust

“E XCELLENT SPEAKERS ON USEFUL TOPICS. I CAME TO LEARN WHAT IS
NEW AND UPCOMING AND WAS NOT DISAPPOINTED. THE SPEAKERS
WERE ABLE TO GET THEIR POINTS ACROSS IN A SHORT PERIOD OF TIME.”
– Wally Sysak, SUNY Stony Brook
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Co-founder / CIO, Solliance

Miguel Castro

President, Melvicorp LLC
Miguel Castro is an architect, developer,
and trainer with more than 30 years of
experience in the software industry. He’s a
Microsoft MVP for 12 years running, a
Microsoft Regional Director, and a
member of several of the Microsoft Insider
groups. With a Microsoft background that goes all the way
back to VB 1.0 (and QuickBasic in fact), Miguel speaks
regularly at numerous user groups, code camps, and
conferences in the U.S. and abroad. He has also been
featured on several technology talk shows and is a
PluralSight author. He specializes in architecture and
development consulting and training with emphasis on
Microsoft technologies. @miguelcastro67
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Tony Champion

Angela Dugan

David Giard

Tony Champion is a software architect with
over 20 years of experience developing
with Microsoft technologies. As the
president of Champion DS and its lead
software architect, he remains active in the
latest trends and technologies, creating
custom solutions on Microsoft platforms. His list of clients
span across multiple industries and includes companies
such as: Schlumberger, Microsoft, Boeing, MLB, and
Chevron/Philips. Tony is an active participant in the
community as a eight year Microsoft MVP, international
speaker, published author, and blogger. @tonychampion

Angela Dugan is a Director for the Chicago
Office of Polaris Solutions. Angela has
been in the software industry since 1999, is
an active tech community contributor, and
organizes a number of local meetups and
conferences including IAMCP Women in
Tech, Chicago Code Camp, ThatConference, and St. Louis
DevUp. She is a Microsoft ALM MVP, a Certified Scrum
master, and a SAFe Program Consultant.

David Giard is a former accountant and a
former biochemist, who has been
developing solutions using Microsoft
technologies for over 2 decades. Currently,
David helps people build solutions in his
role as a Microsoft Technical Evangelist.
David has been very active in the developer community,
speaking at numerous major conferences, code camps,
and user groups around the world; helping to lead user
groups; and helping to organize conferences and other
geek events. He is the host and producer of the mildly
popular online TV show Technology and Friends. He is the
co-author of the Wrox book Real World .NET, C#, and
Silverlight. You can read his latest thoughts at www.
DavidGiard.com. His hobbies include video, photography,
sports, and embarrassing his sons. @DavidGiard

President, Champion DS

Director, Polaris Solutions

Benjamin Day

Consultant / Trainer
Benjamin Day is a consultant and trainer
specializing in software best practices
using Scrum with Microsoft’s DevOps
tools. Ben’s main areas of emphasis include
Team Foundation Server, Scrum, software
testing, and software architecture. He is a
Microsoft Visual Studio ALM MVP, a certified Scrum trainer
via Scrum.org, and a speaker at conferences such as
TechEd and Visual Studio Live! When not developing
software, Ben’s been known to go running and sea
kayaking in order to balance out his love of cheese, 		
cured meats, and champagne. He can be contacted via
http://www.benday.com. @benday

Sr. Technical Evangelist, Microsoft

Angela is an avid board gamer, an accidental CrossFit
junkie, an aspiring crafty diva, and a Twitter addict. She
is constantly working on her 100+ year old house in Oak
Park with her husband David, where they raise two ornery
chickens Betsy and Gertrude and a rambunctious GSP
named Sadie. @OakParkGirl

Josh Garverick

Associate Director, DevOps, Liazon
Microsoft MVP Josh Garverick is a
seasoned IT professional with more than
15 years’ enterprise experience working in
several large industries (finance,
healthcare, transportation, logistics). He
specializes in Application Lifecycle
Management and is currently involved with DevOps and
architecture projects, focusing specifically on software
architecture and enterprise needs. Josh is a Visual Studio
ALM Ranger, providing guidance, practical experience, and
solutions to the developer community. When not geeking
out over technology and architecture frameworks, he
enjoys spending time with his wife and daughter. 		
@Jgarverick

Robert Green

Program Manager, Evangelism, Microsoft
Robert Green is a Program Manager
Evangelism in the Developer Experience
and Evangelism (DX) group at Microsoft.
He focuses on Visual Studio and mobile
development. Robert is the host of the
Visual Studio Toolbox show on Channel 9.
@rogreen_ms

“THE SPEAKERS ABILITY TO ENGAGE THE AUDIENCE. ALL SPEAKERS
WERE VERY GOOD SPEAKERS AND KNEW HOW TO KEEP THINGS
INTERESTING AND REACH THE AUDIENCE WHERE THEY WERE AT.”
– Jackie Christy, Marten Transport
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CONFERENCE SPEAKERS (continued)
Ben Hoelting

Philip Japikse

Deborah Kurata

Ben Hoelting is a senior technologist with
Aspenware and a C# MVP. He graduated
from Colorado State University in 1997
with a BS in Computer Information
Systems and a Minor in Computer Science.
Ben joined the IT industry in 1996 as an
intern and has worked with .NET since its inception in
2001. This has given him the experience of a senior level
full stack .NET developer. He is an experienced speaker and
presents at the Visual Studio Live conferences all around
the country. He loves sharing his experiences developing
software. Ben is a Microsoft Certified Technology Specialist
(MCTS) for Web and Windows .NET 4.0. His blog is at
http://www.benhblog.com and his twitter stream is at
http://twitter.com/benhnet. Ben is also involved in the
local .NET community and is the leader of the South
Colorado .NET User Group. @benhnet

An international speaker, Microsoft MVP,
ASPInsider, MCSD, CSM, and CSP, and a
passionate member of the developer
community, Phil Japikse has been working
with .NET since the first betas. He has been
developing software for more than 30
years and has been heavily involved in the agile
community since 2005. Phil is co-author of the best-selling
“C# and the .NET 4.6 Framework” (http://bit.ly/pro_csharp),
the lead director for the Cincinnati .NET User’s Group
(http://www.cinnug.org) and Cincinnati Software Architect
Group, co-hosts the Hallway Conversations podcast
(http://www.hallwayconversations.com), founded the
Cincinnati Day of Agile (http://www.dayofagile.org), and
volunteers for the National Ski Patrol. Phil is also a
published author with LinkedIn Learning. During the day,
Phil works as an enterprise consultant and agile coach for
large to medium firms throughout the U.S. Phil enjoys to
learn new technology and is always striving to improve his
craft. Follow Phil on twitter via http://www.twitter.com/
skimedic and read his blog at http://www.skimedic.com/
blog. @skimedic

Deborah Kurata is a software developer,
speaker and Pluralsight author with a focus
on Angular and C#. For her work in support
of software development and software
developers, she has been recognized with
the Microsoft Most Valuable Professional
(MVP) award and is a Google Developer Expert (GDE).
Follow her on twitter: @deborahkurata

Senior Technologist, Aspenware

Billy Hollis

XAML slinger
Billy Hollis is a software designer and
developer with a contrarian streak that
often challenges conventional wisdom in
the industry. He has a consulting practice in
Nashville, Tennessee. He and his team
focuses on user experience design (UX),
advanced user interface development, rules-based
architectures, and healthcare systems. He teaches design
classes for UX and technical classes on XAML for the
Universal Windows Platform and XAML for WPF. @billyhollis

“THE SPEAKERS WERE EXPERIENCED AND
ACCESSIBLE. I GOT A LOT OF GOOD IDEAS.”
– Laurie Moore, US Bank
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Developer, Coach, Author, Teacher

Scott Klein

CTO, Cloud and Devices
Scott Klein is CTO of Cloud and Devices
with nearly two decades of experience
working with Microsoft SQL Server. Prior
to becoming CTO, Scott spent 6 years at
Microsoft, traveling the globe as a
technical evangelist training and speaking
about SQL Server and Microsoft’s Azure data services.
Scott’s recent focus has been on advanced analytics,
including big data and IoT, providing real-world training to
help bring intelligence to your data. Scott has authored
several books, his latest which focuses on using Microsoft’s
IoT suite to process and analyze data. Scott is continuously
striving and looking for ways to help developers and
companies grok the wonderful world of data. @SQLScott

Microsoft MVP and Google Developer Expert

Rockford Lhotka
CTO, Magenic

Rockford Lhotka is the CTO of Magenic,
and the creator of the widely used CSLA .
NET development framework. He is the
author of numerous books on software
development and regularly speaks at
major conferences around the world.
Rockford is a Microsoft Regional Director and MVP. His
company Magenic (magenic.com) specializes in planning,
designing, building, and maintaining an enterprise’s most
mission critical systems. For more information, go to
lhotka.net. @RockyLhotka

Jeremy Likness

Client Developer Advocate for Azure, Microsoft
Jeremy is a Client Developer Advocate for
Azure at Microsoft. Jeremy wrote his first
program in 1982, was recognized in the
“who’s who in Quake” list for programming
the first implementation of “Midnight
Capture the Flag” in Quake C and has been
developing enterprise applications for 20 years. For the
past 20 years he has specialized in web-based delivery of
line of business applications. Jeremy is the author of four
technology books, an former eight-year Microsoft MVP for
Developer Technologies, and speaks and writes regularly
on web-based topics such as Angular and the cloud.
Jeremy follows a 100% plant-based diet and spends most
of his free time running, hiking and camping with his
family, and playing 9-ball and one pocket. @jeremylikness
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CONFERENCE SPEAKERS (continued)
Leonard Lobel

Jerry Nixon

Walt Ritscher

Leonard Lobel is the chief technology
officer and co-founder of Sleek
Technologies, a New York-based
development shop with an early adopter
philosophy toward new technologies. He is
also a principal consultant at Tallan, a
Microsoft National Systems Integrator and Gold
Competency Partner. He is also a Microsoft MVP, Data
Platform. Programming since 1979, Lenni specializes in
Microsoft-based solutions, with experience that spans a
variety of business domains, including publishing, financial,
wholesale/retail, health care, and e-commerce. Lenni has
served as chief architect and lead developer for various
organizations, ranging from small shops to high-profile
clients. He is also a consultant, trainer, and frequent
speaker at local usergroup meetings, VSLive!, Live! 360,
SQL PASS, and other industry conferences. Lenni has also
authored several MS Press books and Pluralsight courses
on SQL Server programming. @lennilobel

A Developer & Evangelist for Microsoft in
Colorado, Jerry teaches on Mobility and
Enterprise development. He started his
career delivering data-centric solutions
while “database developer” was still a
novel term. He received a civilian Naval
Commendation for security work, preceding his work for
the startup that would become Microsoft Dynamics. For
two decades now, Jerry has built solutions and taught
design patterns and UX best practices to thousands of
developers around the world. Jerry spends the bulk of his
free time teaching his three daughters Star Trek character
backstories and episode plots. @jerrynixon

Walt’s enthusiasm for crafting software
interfaces blossomed early. Just a few days
after discovering how to move pixels
around a computer screen he was
devouring books on the topic of computer
graphics and UI design. Before long he was
sharing his discoveries with other technology buffs, a
lifelong pursuit that has led to teaching engagements at
universities, private training companies and the
international conference circuit. As a consultant, he has
worked with a wide spectrum of clients, including
Microsoft, HP, and Intel. He is now a staff author at Lynda.
com, part of the LinkedIn family, where his content team
produces technical training courses for software
developers. @waltritscher

CTO, Sleek Technologies, Inc.

Mark Michaelis

Chief Technical Architect and Trainer, IntelliTect
Mark Michaelis is the founder of IntelliTect
and serves as the Chief Technical Architect
and Trainer. Since 1996, he has been a
Microsoft MVP for C#, Visual Studio Team
System, and the Windows SDK and in 2007,
he was recognized as a Microsoft Regional
Director. He also serves on several Microsoft software
design review teams, including C#, the Connected Systems
Division, and VSTS. Mark speaks at developer conferences
and has written numerous articles and books - Essential C#
7.0 is his most recent. Mark holds a Bachelor of Arts in
Philosophy from the University of Illinois and a Masters in
Computer Science from the Illinois Institute of Technology.
When not bonding with his computer, Mark is busy with
his family or training for another Ironman (having
completed his first in 2008). Mark lives in Spokane,
Washington, with his wife Elisabeth and three children,
Benjamin, Hanna and Abigail. @MarkMichaelis
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Developer Evangelist, Microsoft

Brian Randell

Partner, MCW Technologies
Brian A. Randell is a partner with MCW
Technologies, LLC. For more than 20 years,
he has been building software solutions.
He educates teams on Microsoft
technologies via writing and training—
both in-person and on demand. He’s also
a consultant for worldwide companies of all sizes including
Fortune 100 companies like Microsoft. Brian is a passionate
software craftsman who still enjoys coding as he helps
teams to improve their processes from idea to shipping to
production management and monitoring. He’s currently a
Visual Studio MVP and co-author of “Professional
Application Lifecycle Management with Visual Studio
2013” from Wrox Publishing. When he’s not working, Brian
enjoys spending time with his wife and two children.
@brianrandell

Senior Staff Instructor, LinkedIn Learning / Lynda

Paul Sheriff

Author / Instructor
Paul has over thirty years of experience
architecting information systems and his
expertise is in much demand from Fortune
500 companies. Paul is a top-notch
instructor, a pluralsight author, has
published 200+ articles, and authored
over 14 books on topics ranging from C#, SQL Server, and
many .NET technologies. Paul speaks at many different
conferences and user groups around the world.

Amanda Silver

Director, Program Management, Visual Studio, Microsoft
Amanda Silver is the Director of Program
Management in Visual Studio building
tools for client applications across
Windows, Windows Phone, iOS, and
Android. Her team also builds Microsoft’s
JavaScript engine “Chakra” as well as the
TypeScript language.
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CONFERENCE SPEAKERS (continued)
Abel Wang

Chris Woodruff

Jim Wooley

Abel Wang is a Senior Cloud Developer
Advocate specializing in DevOps and
Azure with a background in application
development. He is currently part of
Donovan Brown’s League of Extraordinary
Cloud DevOps Advocates. Before joining
Microsoft, Abel spent seven years as a Process Consultant
and a Certified Scrum Master helping customers globally
develop solutions using agile practices and Team
Foundation Server. Prior to that, Abel founded and sold his
own software company. When not working, Abel is either
writing code (yes, that’s what he does for fun), playing his
guitar or training for The Great Wall Marathon. 		
@abelsquidhead

Chris Woodruff (or Woody as he is
commonly known as) has a degree in
Computer Science from Michigan State
University’s College of Engineering.
Woody has been developing and
architecting software solutions for over 20
years and has worked in many different platforms and
tools. He is a community leader, helping such events as
GRDevNight, GRDevDay, West Michigan Day of .NET and
CodeMash. He was also instrumental in bringing the
popular Give Camp event to Western Michigan where
technology professionals lend their time and development
expertise to assist local non-profits. As a speaker and
podcaster, Woody has spoken and discussed a variety of
topics, including database design and open source. He has
been a Microsoft MVP in Visual C#, Data Platform and SQL
and was recognized in 2010 as one of the top 20 MVPs
world-wide. Woody is a Developer Advocate for JetBrains
and evangelizes .NET, .NET Core and JetBrains’ products in
North America. @cwoodruff

Jim Wooley is a Solution Architect for
Slalom Consulting. In his free time, Jim is a
frequent speaker, MVP, and author of
“LINQ in Action”. He is always striving to
stay at the forefront of technology and
enjoys the thrill of a new challenge. He has
been active evangelizing LINQ since its announcement in
2005. In addition, he attempts to pass on the insights he
has gained by being active in the community, including
organizing and speaking at code camps and regional
events, including MIX, Visual Studio Live!, CodeMash,
KCDC, That Conference, DevWeek, and CodeStock. 		
@Jimwooley

Senior Cloud Developer Advocate, Microsoft
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Developer Advocate, JetBrains

Solution Architect, Slalom Consulting
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SPONSORS, PARTNERS, & EXHIBITOR
Visual Studio Live would like to recognize and thank our sponsors and partners.
EVENT SPONSOR

Founded in 1975, Microsoft (Nasdaq “MSFT”) is the
worldwide leader in software, services and Internet
technologies for personal and business computing.
Microsoft offers a wide range of innovative products
and services designed to help individuals and
organizations realize their full potential. 		
www.microsoft.com

GOLD SPONSOR
For 12 years, Amazon Web Services
has been among the world’s most
comprehensive and broadly
adopted cloud platforms. AWS
offers over 100 fully featured services for compute,
storage, networking, database, analytics, application
services, deployment, management, developer,
mobile, the Internet of Things (IoT), artificial
intelligence (AI), security, hybrid, and enterprise
applications, from 54 Availability Zones (AZs) across
18 geographic regions in the United States,
Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Germany, India,
Ireland, Japan, Korea, Singapore, and the United
Kingdom. AWS services are trusted by millions of
active customers around the world—including the
fastest-growing startups, largest enterprises, and
leading government agencies—to power their
infrastructure, make them more agile, and lower
costs. https://aws.amazon.com/

EXHIBITOR
Corptax, a CSC company, is transforming
the business of tax through technology and
business process expertise. Offering the
first and only single platform solution on
the market, Corptax handles an unlimited
range of data with great accuracy, speed and
transparency. We are a technology company that
challenges ourselves every single day to help our clients
increase automation, manage risks and make stronger
decisions. We provide SaaS solutions to a multitude of
Fortune 1000 firms, including more than 50% of the
Fortune 500 and nine out of the top 10. Corptax has been
nationally recognized as one of the top companies to
work for in Illinois and Texas. https://corptax.com/

PREMIER MEDIA PARTNERS

ALLIANCE MEDIA PARTNER

Columbus App Dev
User Group

Columbus OH has a
vibrant and diverse
developer community.
Our UG welcomes developers across all platforms or
language boundaries—we love technology above
anything else. Let’s talk how we build modern
apps—architecture, tooling, design, security and
human ingenuity. We invite awesome speakers and
geek out over technology…and some pizza. 		
https://columbusappdevusergroup.com/

SUPPORTED BY
magazine

The .NET Developers Association is
an Eastside community oriented
group aimed at furthering the
education of .NET developers.
www.meetup.com/NET-Developers-Association

Watch technical User Group presentations online for
FREE http://usergroup.tv

Please check vslive.com/chicago for the growing list of sponsors and partners for the event.
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VENUE & TRAVEL
Visual Studio Live! heads back
to Chicago, IL for four days
of unbiased education on the
Microsoft Platform.
CONFERENCE LOCATION + HOTEL

Renaissance Chicago
1 West Upper Wacker
Chicago, IL 60601

Special attendee rate: $259*
Book by: August 27, 2018

Book your room online or call Reservations at
1.877.303.0104 and ask for the Visual Studio Live!
Room Block. The offer is subject to room availability,
so make sure to book early.

Travel
AIRPORTS
Choose from 2 major airports to get the rate that
works for you:
O’Hare International Airport (ORD) – located 18
miles from the Renaissance Chicago Downtown
Chicago Midway International Airport (MDW) –
located 12.1 miles from the Renaissance Chicago
Downtown
CAR RENTAL DISCOUNT
Avis Rent-a-Car is offering a discount on car rental
for Visual Studio Live! Chicago attendees. To receive
the discounted rates, call Avis at 800.331.1600
and use the Avis Worldwide Discount (AWD)
number D005872, or click here to make your
reservation online.
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PARKING AT THE RENAISSANCE CHICAGO
On-site parking: $69.00 daily
Valet parking: $69.00 daily
Off-site parking: $45.00 daily
Valet parking only with in/out privileges included
in fee

AIRPORT SHUTTLE
GO Airport Express offers airport shuttle services
between Chicago area locations and O’Hare and
Midway Airports. The shuttles depart from O’Hare
and Midway Airports every 15 minutes for Chicago
downtown and many suburban locations. Book
travel now at airportexpress.com.
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REGISTRATION PACKAGES

Signing up 3 or more?

SIGN UP for the conference package that best meets your schedule and needs!

Are you a Visual Studio Live! or Live! 360 alumnus?

Group Discounts are available! See page 36 for pricing details.
Alumni discounts are available! See page 37 for pricing details.

Register now at www.vslive.com/chicago

NEW

VISUAL STUDIO LIVE! CHICAGO 4-DAY CONFERENCE PACKAGE
The Visual Studio Live! Chicago 4-Day
Package is your four-day all-access pass
to every keynote, session, workshop
and event September 17-20, 2018.

SUPER EARLY BIRD PRICING
THROUGH JULY 20, 2018

$1,995

EARLY BIRD PRICING THROUGH
AUGUST 17, 2018

$2,095

STANDARD PRICING THROUGH
SEPTEMBER 17, 2018

$2,295

Add the Hotel package to your Visual Studio Live!
4-Day Conference Package
The Visual Studio Live! Chicago 4-Day Hotel Package includes four nights at the
Renaissance Chicago (room and tax only)—available Sunday night (September 16)
through Wednesday night (September 19), departing Thursday (September 20).

4-DAY HOTEL PACKAGE: $1,250

“OVERALL PRETTY GOOD CONFERENCE.
THIS WAS MY FIRST AND HOPEFULLY
NOT MY LAST. HOPEFULLY CAN GET THIS
APPROVED FOR NEXT YEAR”
– Kyle Wilson, Dinsmore
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REGISTRATION PACKAGES

Signing up 3 or more?

SIGN UP for the conference package that best meets your schedule and needs!

Are you a Visual Studio Live! or Live! 360 alumnus?

Group Discounts are available! See page 36 for pricing details.
Alumni discounts are available! See page 37 for pricing details.

Register now at www.vslive.com/chicago

VISUAL STUDIO LIVE! CHICAGO 3-DAY CONFERENCE PACKAGE
The Visual Studio Live! Chicago 3-Day
Package is your three-day all-access
pass to every keynote, session and
event September 18-20, 2018.

SUPER EARLY BIRD PRICING
THROUGH JULY 20, 2018

$1,595

Add the Hotel package to your Visual Studio
Live! 3-Day Conference Package
The Visual Studio Live! Chicago 3-Day Hotel Package includes three
nights at the Renaissance Chicago (room and tax only)—available
Monday night (September 17) through Wednesday night (September 19),
departing Thursday (September 20).

EARLY BIRD PRICING THROUGH
AUGUST 17, 2018

$1,695

STANDARD PRICING THROUGH
SEPTEMBER 17, 2018

$1,995

WORKSHOP PASS (1 DAY)
The Visual Studio Live! Chicago
Workshop Pass grants you access to
one full-day workshop on Monday,
September 17, 2018.

PRICING THROUGH
SEPTEMBER 17, 2018

$550

3-DAY HOTEL PACKAGE: $950
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Chicago

Are you a Visual Studio Live! or Live! 360 alumnus?

Alumni discounts are available! See page 37 for pricing details.

SIGN UP for the conference package that best meets your schedule and needs!
Register now at www.vslive.com/chicago

GROUP DISCOUNTS are available for companies who bring 3 or more people.

VISUAL STUDIO LIVE! CHICAGO
4-DAY GROUP PACKAGE
The Visual Studio Live! Chicago 4-Day Group
Package is for groups of 3 or more attendees
from the same company registering for the
4-Day Conference Package.

GROUP PRICING THROUGH
SEPTEMBER 17, 2018

$1,795 (per person)

“THE LOCATION OF THE CONFERENCE AS
WELL AS THE AMENITIES THE HOTEL HAD
TO OFFER WERE EXCELLENT. THE VSLIVE!
WINDY CITY CRUISE WAS ALSO A BLAST;
ONE OF THE BETTER TIMES THAT VSLIVE!
HAS HAD A WEDNESDAY NIGHT GROUP
ACTIVITY. THE VSLIVE! TEAM DID AN
EXCELLENT JOB OF RUNNING A SMOOTH
CONFERENCE.”
– Jerry Smith, Arkansas Blue Cross Blue Shield

Add the Hotel package to your Visual Studio Live!
4-Day GROUP Conference Package
The Visual Studio Live! Chicago 4-Day Hotel Package includes five nights at the
Renaissance Chicago (room and tax only)—available Sunday night (September 16)
through Wednesday night (September 19), departing Thursday (September 20).

4-DAY HOTEL PACKAGE: $1,250 (per person)
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REGISTRATION PACKAGES (continued)
SIGN UP for the conference package that best meets your schedule and needs!
Register now at www.vslive.com/chicago

WE LOVE OUR ALUMNI.

ENJOY THESE SPECIAL RATES TO THE EVENT.

VISUAL STUDIO LIVE! CHICAGO ALUMNI
4-DAY CONFERENCE PACKAGE
The Visual Studio Live! Chicago 4-Day Package is your four-day all-access pass to every keynote,
session, workshop and event September 17-20, 2018.

SUPER EARLY BIRD PRICING
THROUGH JULY 20, 2018

$1,595

EARLY BIRD PRICING
THROUGH AUGUST 17, 2018

$1,695

STANDARD PRICING
THROUGH
SEPTEMBER 17, 2018

“CONCISE DENSE INTRO TO EMERGING
TECH. IT HAS ALLOWED ME AN
OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE A PEEK
UNDER THE BUZZ WORDS.”
– Kevin Simonson, State of Illinois
- Retirement Systems

$1,895

Add the Hotel package to your Visual Studio Live! 			
4-Day Conference Package
The Visual Studio Live! Chicago 4-Day Hotel Package includes four nights at the Renaissance Chicago
(room and tax only)—available Sunday night (September 16) through Wednesday night (September 19),
departing Thursday (September 20).

4-DAY HOTEL PACKAGE: $1,250
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